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| NFORNMATI ON

The United States of Anerica, acting through its attorneys,
char ges:
1. Ponterio & Associates, Inc. is nade a defendant herein.
I
DESCRI PTI ON OF THE OFFENSE

2. Beginning in June 1991 and continuing to at |east August
1991, the exact dates being unknown to the United States, the
def endant and co-conspirators entered into and participated in a
conspiracy to engage in collusive bidding for the purchase of
num smatic itens at a public auction entitled "Ancient, Foreign
and United States Coins Together Wth Banknotes From The Archives
of the Anerican Bank Note Conpany” ("Chiquita Sale"), conducted
in New York, New York by Christie, Manson and Wods

International, Inc. on June 5, 1991, in unreasonable restrai nt of



interstate and foreign trade and comerce in violation Section 1
of the Sherman Act (15 U.S. C. 81).

3. The charged conspiracy consi sted of an agreenent,
under st andi ng and concert of action anong the defendant and
co-conspirators, the substantial termof which was to refrain
from bi ddi ng conpetitively agai nst one another for the purchase
of numsmatic itens at the Chiquita Sal e.

4. For the purpose of form ng and effectuating the charged
conspiracy, the defendant and co-conspirators did those things
whi ch they conbi ned and conspired to do.

I
DEFENDANT AND CO- CONSPI RATORS

5. Ponterio & Associates, Inc. is a corporation organi zed
and existing under the laws of the State of California and has
its principal place of business in San Diego, California. During
t he period covered by this Information, Ponterio & Associ ates,
Inc. was engaged in the purchase of numismatic itens for resale.

6. Various persons and firns, not nmade defendants herein,
partici pated as co-conspirators in the offense charged herein and
performed acts and nmade statenents in furtherance thereof.

11
| NTERSTATE AND FOREI GN TRADE AND COVIVERCE

7. Omers of numsmatic itens frequently consign themto
auctioneers to sell at public auctions. Auctioneers attenpt to

maxi m ze the conpensation consignors receive fromthe sale of



their num smatic itens at public auctions by soliciting open and
conpetitive bids frompotential purchasers, including the
defendant and its co-conspirators. Auctioneers receive

comm ssions for their services based on a percentage of the sale
prices they obtain at public auctions.

8. The Chiquita Sale was advertised in newspapers,
periodi cal s and catal ogs whi ch were published and/or distributed
in states and countries other than the state and country in which
t he auction was hel d.

9. A substantial nunmber of the potential purchasers at the
Chiquita Sal e, including the defendant and vari ous
co-conspirators, traveled across state |ines and/or international
boundaries to attend the Chiquita Sale.

10. A substantial nunber of the num smatic itens purchased
at the Chiquita Sal e subsequently were transported across state
lines and international boundaries in a continuous and
uninterrupted flow of interstate and foreign conmerce by or on
behal f of the purchasers thereof, including the defendant and
vari ous co-conspirators.

11. During the period covered by this Information, the
activities of the defendant and co-conspirators, as charged in
this Information, were within the flow of, and substantially

affected, interstate and foreign trade and conmerce.



|V

JURI SDI CT1 ON AND VENUE

12. The aforesaid conbination and conspiracy was forned and

carried out, in part, within the Southern District of New York,

and is not barred by the Statute of Limtations.
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